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m this, Pamphlet i is ſent will be 


kind enough | to give the OCIETY an account of i im- 
uence of theſe obſervations, ſuch 


Privy Carden, London, 
June, ü 175% 


AT a meeting of the Committee of the Society ini. 
tuted for giving ect to His Majeſly's proclamation 


againſt vice and immorality. 


The Sub-Committee, agreeably ta the Reſolutions 9 
May 4th and 25th, preſented eight Pamphlets, con- 


taining Extras from Mr. Howard's Account of the 


Preſent State of the Priſons, together with a 6 got 
he ee agree thoſe * 


Reſutved, © _ 


That the Sub-Committee be requeſted to Toad G 


of the ſaid Pamphlets, in the name of the Society, ta 
the Judges, Sheriffs, Gentlemen af the Grand Furies, 


Magiſtrates, Clerks of the Peace, and ſuch other perſons 
as they ſhall think proper, in the arfferent counties and oz 


towns in England and Wales. 
8 + MONTAGU, Pxzs1Dexts 
* "a F | 


MonTacu Hovss, June 12th, 1789. 
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5 0 COU N T 
OF THE 
PRESENT STATE OF THE PRISONS © 
HOUSES OF CORRECTION 


WESTERN CIRCUIT. 


I.,) aken from a late 1 af +. 7 * 
JOHN HOWARD, Es Q. F. Rs. 


By Permiſſion of the Author. 
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AN INTRODUCTION. - 8. 


STATING & 


The 4. lately paſſed for improy- The Abuſes which ſtill continue 
ing the Priſons in this kingdom, _ where they have been neglected: 


The good Effects which have re- and * : 
ſulted from thoſe Acts, Where The me ans by which thoſe Abuſes | 
they have been carried W may bg þ be cor- DE; 
-<ution, l, rected. "XS = 
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The beſt laws will fail in their effect, unleſs the aſſiduous and „. 


_ 
endeavours of Magiſtrates be exerted in a ſtrict attention to their exe- 


eution ooo 4 .. How ARD, page 234. 8 
LONDO V. | 
Printed by Order of the SocrzTY lately inſtituted for giving © © + 
Effect to his Vw" s Proclamation ——_— Vier Thus. 3M 
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ing Extracts in which the words 


are inſerted, particular attention 
aid to the Gaols, as thoſe Gaols will 
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© No ALTERATION 


N thoſe places 
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recommended to be p 


for the moſt part be found in a very bad condition. A refer- 


i 


ation in 17 


ence to Mr. HOWARD's Public 


84, would on theſe 


occaſions be adviſeable. 
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FEW years ago, the ſtate of the Priſons 
and Houſes of Correction in this kingdom, 
was ſuch as was calculated to counteract almoſt 
every purpoſe for which thoſe buildings were in- 
| tended. In conſequence of the total want of at- 
tention to air, to cleanlineſs, and whatever con- 
cerned the health of priſoners, the gaol-fever pre- 
vailed to ſuch a degree, as to occaſion the death of 
many more perſons than fell by the hands of the 
executioner. The fatal effects of this diſorder 
were often extended to debtors, as well as felons; 
to the keepers of priſons, as well as thoſe con- 
a 40 fined 
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fined in them; to witneſſes, to jurymen, and even 
to Judges on the bench.“ 


The morals of priſoners were at this time as 


much neglected as their health. Idleneſs, drun- 


kennels, and all kinds of vice, were ſuffered to 
continue in ſuch a manner as to confirm old of- 
fenders in their bad practices, and to render it 


. almoſt certain, that the minds of thoſe who were 


confined for their firſt faults, would be corrupted, 
inſtead of being corrected, by their impriſon- 
ment. t 


In this ſituation, it is probable, the gaols in 
this Ifland would ſtill have continued, if the atten- 
tion of the Public had not been called to the ſub- 
ject by the labours of Mr. Howarp. The true 
ſtate of the.priſons was made known by that gen- 
tleman, and the means were pointed out by which 
they might be improved. 

In conſequence of the information which was 
thus obtained, the ſubject was conſidered by the 


At the aſſize held in Oxford Caftle, 1577, all who were 
preſent died within forty hours. The Lord Chief Baron, the 
Sheriff, and about 300 more. 


Vide Baker's Clrontale, page 353. 


Legiſ- 


) 

Legiſlature with the attention which its import- 
ance deſerved. Several acts of Parliament were 
paſſed for the better regulation of gaols and houſes 

of correction; and in conſequence of theſe acts, 
and of the exertions of many public bodies, and 
public - ſpirited individuals, much good has been 
done. Many new priſons have been built, in 
which the chief defects of the old ones have been 
avoided, many of the old ones have been improv- 
ed, and attention has been paid to air, to cleanli- 
neſs, and of courſe to health. The reſult of the 


8 whole has been, that the gao!-fever by which ſuch 


numbers not only of guilty, but of innocent per- 


b ſons were deſtroyed, is now almoſt eradicated, and 
4 our gaols may for the moſt part be viſited without 
1 | danger. But it is obſerved, that at this point the 
1 ſpirit of improvement unhappily ſeems to ſtop, 
we | ſcarcely touching upon that ſtill more important 
=p | object, the reformation of the morals of priſoners, 


It is with a view to attain this object, and to 


Correct thoſe abuſes which ſtill continue in our 
TX gaols, that the following obſervations are ſubmit. 
| | ted to the conſideration of thoſe perſons, whoſe 


bi ſituation renders them the moſt able to contribute 
do ſo good a work. The taſk will perhaps not 
oc found to be ſo difficult as it may at firſt ſight be 
1 2 2 | _ "mn 


1 
ſuppoſed. If the acts of the 14th Geo. III. cap. 
59, and 24 Geo. III. cap. 54, are examined, it 
will appear that proviſion is already made for the 
correction of moſt of theſe abuſes, and what is 
now chiefly required, is to take care that thoſe acts 
are properly enforced. The following pages point 
out the good effects which have reſulted from 
them, where they have been carried into execu- 


tion; and the evils which ſtill continue, where they 


have been neglected. 


For theſe reaſons, it is hoped, that the Magif- 
trates in the different Circuits will exert themſelves 
in their reſpective Towns and Counties; and that 


taking the following obſervations as their guide, 


they will endeavour to carry into effect the good 
intentions of the Legiſlature. For this purpoſe, 
the ſeveral circumſtances here mentioned are par- 
ticularly recommended to their attention.* 


* 


M oſt of the regulations which follow are expreſsly enjoined 


in ſome of the acts lately paſſed for the improvement of gaols, 
but many of the clauſes in thoſe acts have been too much ne- 
glected in ſeveral towns and counties, 


I. That 


( 7-3 


——— 


I. That agreeably to the act of the 32d of Geo. 
II. cap. 28, Rules be made by the Juſtices, and 
confirmed by the Judges, for the direction of the 
gaolers, and the conduct of the priſoners, and that 
the ſame be painted on a board in a legible man- 
ner, and hung up in one or more conſpicuous 

parts of every priſon.* 


II. That the act of the 14th of Geo. III. cap. 
59; and the clauſes againſt drunkenneſs, in the 
20, 21, 22, and 23 ſections of the act of the 24th ' 
of Geo. HI, cap: 54; be in like manner hung up 
in the priſons. 


III. That until the laudable example of the 
county of Suſſex, and ſome few other places, in 
aboliſhing all fees, be generally adopted, a table of 
fees made by the Juſtices, and confirmed by the 
Judges, be alſo hung up in the priſons; and chat 


What is here recommended has been carried into execution 


in a very proper manner at Reading, Bury, and Lancaſter — 


Any perſons who wiſh the gaols under their direction to be wel! 


managed, would find it worth while to procure copies of the re- 
gulations eſtabliſhed at thoſe places. | 


+ Vide act 14 Geo, III. cap. 59, 5 


1 
3 
NE 


(vi) 
no garniſh, or any other fee but what is allowed. 


as above, be permitted to be taken of wack pri- 
rey 


TV. That every priſon be white-waſhed at leaſt 
once in every year, and that this be done twice 
(that 1s to ſay after each gaol delivery) in _ 
which are much crowded.f 


* 


V. That a pump and plentiful ſupply of water 
be provided, and that every part of the 9 8 be 
kept as clean as poſſible. 


VI. That every priſon be ſupplied with a warm 


and cold bath, or commodious bathing tubs, and 


that the priſoners be indulged in the uſe of ſuch 
baths, with a proper allowance of ſoap, and the 
uſe of towels.$ 


VII. That attention be paid to the ſewers, in 
order to render them as little offenſive as poſ- 
ſible. 


Vide act 32 Geo. II. cap. 21, ſect. 12. 
+ Vide act 14 Geo. III. cap. 59. 

t Vide ibid. 

Vide ibid. 


VIII. 


( vii) 


VIII. That no animals of any kind which ren- 
der a priſon dirty, be allowed to be kept in it, 
either by the gaoler, or any priſoner. The only 
exception to this rule, ſhould be one dog kept * 
the * fl 


IX. That great care be taken, that as 8 2 
ſeparation as poſſible be made of the following 
claſſes of priſoners, viz. That felons be kept en- 
tirely ſeparate from debtors; men from women; 


* If any perſons ſhould be of opinion, that the attention to 
cleanlineſs which is recommended in the five foregoing articles, 
has little connection with the morals of priſoners, they are re- 
queſted to read the following extracts from Mr. Howard's laſt 
publication: 


FEndeavouring to introduce habits of cleanlineſs is an object 
of, great importance, as many officers have obſerved, that the 
moſt cleanly men are always the moſt decent and honeſt, and the 
moſt ſlovenly and dirty are the moſt vicious and irregular.” Page 
218. 


« I haye repeatedly obſerved, that when J have pulled down 
old cottages that had clay floors, and no pantry, no pump, no 
out-houſe for fuel, nor any vault, and have built new ones with 
theſe conveniences, which have alſo been white-waſhed both 
within and without—the very ſame families that were before 
flovenly and dirty, have upon this change of their habitations, 
become clean and neat in their r in their houſes, and gar. 
dens,” Tage 118. 

old 


( viii ) 
old offenders from young beginners; and convicts 
from thoſe who have not been tried.* 


X. Thatall priſoners, except debtors, be clothed 
on their admiſſion with a priſon uniform, and that 
their own clothes be returned them when they are 
9 to n or are diſmiſſed. 


XI. That care be wh that the priſoners are 
properly ſupplied with food, and their allowance 
not Genicient, either in weight or quality. 


XII. That no gaoler, or any perſon in truſt for 
him, or employed by him, be permitted to ſell 
any wine, beer, or other liquors, or permit or ſuf- 
fer any ſuch to be ſold in any priſon; or on any 


pretence whatever, to ſuffer any tippling or gam 


ing in the priſon. ] 


* Vide act 22 Geo. III. cap. 64. 
- + Vide ibid. 


t This is expreſsly commanded in the act of 24 Geo. III. 
cap. 54, ſect. 20 and 22, and attention to this circumſtance is 
moſt earneſtly recommended, as Mr. How ARD obſerves, page 
234. No effectual reform will be made in our priſons till the 
root of the evil be cut off, which, from the cloſeſt obſervation, 
1 ar convinced is the wice of drunkenneſs 2 


. 


| t hk.) 
N XIII. That a proper falary be given to the 
paoler, in lieu of the profits which he formerly 


derived from the tap, from fees, and other per- 
quiſites.“ 


XIV. That thoſe priſoners who are committed 
to hard labour be not permitted to be idle, and 


that ſuch other priſoners as are willing to work, be 
ſupplied with materials, and be allowed part of the 
profits of ſuch work, as the act directs.f 


XV. That a clergyman be appointed, with a 
proper falary, and that divine ſervice be regularly 
performed on Sundays and holydays : that on thoſe 
days no perſons be allowed to viſit the priſoners ; 
and that ſuch priſoners as will not attend divine 


ſervice be locked up, and not ſuffered to diſturb 
others while it it is performed. 


XVI. That care be taken that no wearing, 
curſing, or profane converſation be permitted, 
that the keepers and turnkeys be cautioned againſt 

* Vide act 24 Geo. III. cap. 54, ſect. 20. 
+ Vide act 22 Geo, III. cap. 64, ſect. 7. 
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1 
it, and ſtrictly enjoined not to ſuffer the priſoners 
to be guilty of ĩt.* 


XVII. That cells be provided for the refractory, 
and night-rooms for ſolitary confinement, but that 
no priſoner be kept in any dungeon, or room under 
ground. T | 


XVIII. That a furgeon or apothecary be ap- 


pointed (with a proper falary) to afford the ne- 


ceſſary aſſiſtance to the ſick, and that two rooms, 
one for men, and one for women, be ſet apart as 
infirmaries, and be furniſhed with proper bed- 


ding. T 


XIX. That great attention be paid to what 
concerns the debtors, as it is found. that that part 


of the management of our priſons has hitherto 


been the moſt neglected. 


XX. That wherever any legacies have been 
bequeathed, or any charitable donations given for 
the benefit of priſoners, an account of the ſame be 
hung up in the priſon; and that care be taken that 


* Vide 22 Geo. m. cap. 64. 
+ Vide act 14 Geo. III. cap. 59. 
t Vide ibid. 


the ſums of money ſo given, be employed to the 
purpoſes for which they were intended by the 
donors. 


XXI. That agreeably to the act of 22 Geo. 
III. cap. 64, the keepers of every houſe of correc- 
tion be obliged to deliver to the Chairman at the 
Quarter Seſſions, a liſt of the Priſoners in his cuſ- 
rody, diſtinguiſhing their age and ſex, and men- 
tioning in what trade or buſineſs each perſon hath 
been employed, and is beſt qualified for; as alſo 
the behaviour of ſuch perſon during his or her 
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XXII. That the priſons be frequently viſited ; 


that the viſiters take notice whether the regula- 


I tions which have been eſtabliſhed are obſerved or 
© negle&ed; that a report from the viſiters be pre- 
| ſented to the Juſtices at every Seſſions, and that 
1 theſe reports be taken into conſideration, at leaſt 
* once a year, viz. at the Michaelmas Quarter Seſ- 
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XXIII. That attention be paid to priſoners 
33 * when they are diſcharged, and that, if poſſible, 


* If this order were ſtrictly . it would neceſſarily 


MW oblige the gaoler 10 pay ſome attention to the priſoners in his 
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( X11 ) 
ſome means be pointed out to them, by which 
they may be enabled to gain a livelihood In an 


honeſt manner. 


8 0292 — 8 0 


In the plan ha propoſed, i it 18 to 5 8 
that no indulgence is recommended to be ſnewn to 
priſoners, but what is neceſſary in order to preſerve 
their health and reform their morals. The uſe of 
impriſonment is to correct thoſe whoare vicious, to 
deter others from becoming ſo, to confine ſuch as 
are ſuſpected of crimes till their guilt or innocence 
is proved; and laſtly, to ſecure the perſons of 
debtors for the benefit of their creditors. If this 
is the caſe, how ſtrongly are we called upon to 
take care that the debtor, the perſon whoſe guilt 


is doubtful, and the young offender,* be not ex- 


poſed, while in priſon, to any diſorders which 
may deſtroy his health, or endanger his life; or to 
any temptation from bad example, or bad ſociety, 
which may render it probable that he will be ſent 


In Holland, Switzerland, and Scotland, the number of 
young offenders, and of priſoners of all kinds, debtors as well as 
felons, is very ſmall, This is chiefly to be aſcribed to the care 
which is taken in thoſe countries to bring up children in habits 
of induſtry, and to * eren the pooreſt a moral and religious 
education, 


back 


( 2 } 


back into the world, a worſe member of the com- 
munity than he was at the beginning of his con- 
finement. 


The ſucceſs which has attended the attempts al- 
ready made to reform the ſtate of our gaols, gives 


. the greateſt reaſon to hope, that by perſiſting in 
2 our endeavours, we may complete the deſired ob- 
f ject. If aſter all that has been done, our priſons were 
J now in as dreadful a condition as when Mr. Ho- 


WARD firſt viſited them, there would be ſome rea- 
ſon to fear that the evil was not to be conquered; 
but as we find that the greateſt difficulties are 
already overcome, that the greateſt dangers are 


S 

A removed, and that in ſeveral counties * the labours 
t | a 
— * The examples of the counties of York, Suffex, Cornwall, 
1 Lancaſter, Norfolk, Suffolk, Glouceſter, and Oxford, are 
J worthy of imitation ; and the following accounts of Oxford and 
x Wymondham, deſerve to be noticed in every part of the king- 
, dom, as they ſhew in what manner a county gaol, and county 
L bridewell may (without additional 1 to the county) be made 
1 places of real reformation. | as 

8 * . 

5 COUNTY GAOL, OXFORD CASTLE, 

s The convicts were employed in building the new gaol. The 


lodges and the gateway, with the chapel over-it, were built en- 
tirely by them, ER were 3 only by one man, though 
ſeveral 


\ mv } 
of the magiſtrates have been attended with greater 


ſucceſs than the moſt ſanguine advocates for re- 
formation had ventured to predict——in ſuch a 


caſe, 


ſeveral of them for their good behaviour had their irons taken 
off. This proves that among ſuch delinquents many are reclaim- 
able, and not ſo entirely abandoned, as ſome are apt to ſuppoſe. 
The encouragements here given with reſpe& to their diet, clothes, 
and term of confinement, have been the means of recovering 
many from their bad habits, and of rendering them uſeful mem. 
bers of ſociety. Here the eonvicts are not defrauded of the 
King's allowance of 28. 6d, a week. 


; N ** wy 4 = 
— * — > 
Ee — — 
1 


— me —— > 
— 
A FF ths nt 


An account of the earnings of the Priſoners in the County Gaol 
and Bridewell of Oxford, together with the expenſe of their 
maintenance, materials for work, &c. &c. from January 23, 
1786, to January 7, 1787, 
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. 1 
Total earnings - - - - » - 198:1:1t 


Expenſe in county allowance of bread 58:19:0 
Clothes and extra ſeeding * 85 "8 91 
| Over-looker - - - - - - - - 22:10:0 
AR Materials for werk, &. - - - - 11:11:0 


Total expenſe © 178: 194 


6—— CEC 


Will, 

\ Total earnings - „ 00 + 43088 
10 Gi ; 
. | Balance gained by the county from Jan. 

Wil 23, 17£6, to Jan. ), 1987 - - 20: 0214 
1 Litto ga ned by the ccunty from Jan, 

Will 7 1787, to Jan. 1, 178838 - - 113t9g:{ 2. 
1 ö 55 Ditto gained by the county ſrom Jan. 1, 

tl 1788, to Jan, 1, 1789 - +» 13515: 6 
l f 


This 


( #1 


raſe, it may reaſonably be ex pected, that no perſon 
whoſe ſituation affords the means of contributing 
* _ 


This great increaſe in the balance is chiefly owing to the con- 
vids being employed in building the new gaol ; it cannot there- 
fore be expected that it ſhould continue as great when the build- 
ing is finiſhed. There is however little .reaſon to doubt of a 
conſiderable ſum being always gained to the county from the 
work of the convicts. It ſhould alſo be obſerved, that the ſav- 
ing the expenſe of maintaining convicts, which would otherwiſe 
be incurred, and the gaining a balance in favour of the county, 
are but ſecondary advantages. The great benefit which has re- 
ſulted from the exertions of the magiſtrates in this county, 1s the 
reformation in the morals of the priſoners. In this reſpect they 
have been remarkably ſucceſsful ; and it deſerves to be noticed, 
that in order to bring the convicts to habits of induſtry, promiſes 
have been found more effectual than threats. A ſubſcription has 
been raiſed by the gentlemen of the county, by which ſome pri- 
ſoners, when diſcharged, have been clothed, others have been 
furniſhed with a complete ſet of tools to go on with their work or 
manufacture; and a little money has been given them at their diſ- 
charge, with an aſſurance of further encouragement, in caſe they 
brought a certificate of their good behaviour from their em- 
ployers at the end of the year. Promiſes of rewards of -this 
kind, or in ſome caſes of applying to his Majeſty to remit part 
of the term of confinement, have in every inſtance but one, an- 


ſwered much better than threats of further or more ſevere puniſh» 
ment. ; | 
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WYMOND. 
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(* 
to [5 good a work, will refuſe to take ſome pains 
to put the finiſhing hand to what has been ſo hap- 
pily and ſucceſsfully begun. 


WYMONDHAM. 


By examining the accounts of the houſe of correction at Wy. 
mondham, in the county of Norfolk, from October 8, 1783, to 
April 11, 1789; it appears that the earnings of the convicts have 
every year excceded the expenſe of maintaining them, and in the 
courſe of five years and a half, the balance gained by the county, 
after defraying all charges, has amounted to £262 : 18: 61. It is 
alſo to be obſerved, that by means of this well-regulated houſe 
of correction, many offenders have been brought to acquire ha- 
bits of induſtry ; and no method is found ſo effectual towards 
reforming the morals of delinquents, as the teaching them a pro- 
fitable trade. It is a FACT, that ſome, even of thoſe 
convitts who appeared the worſt, are now become 
uſeful members of the community, and ſupport 
themſelves and their families, by the practice of 
that trade, which was taught them during their 
confinement in the priſon of Wymondham. 
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FROM 


Mz. HOWAR D's 
T ACCOUNT or rn ENGLISH PRISONS, 
3 &c. 15 


WESTERN CIRCUIT. 
HAMPSHIRE. | 


COUNTY GAOL r WINCHESTER. 


NEW priſon for felons, at the back of the 
old gaol, is nearly finiſhed. Allowance to 
felons a threepenny loaf a day (weight 2 1b. 30z.). 
Conviats receive only part of the half crown a 

week, though charged by the under ſheriff in his 
bill of cravings. Gaoler's ſalary £200 in lieu 

Tk of 


(#35 
of the tap,“ and £75 for his two turnkeys. The 
gaol is kept very clean, and frequently viſited by 
the magiſtrates; yet I ſaw no bath: and no rules 
or orders are hung up. 


1788, July 4, Debtors 31. Felons, &c. 30. 
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| COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

10 | | 
hh TY. * 
Ul | WINCHESTER. A new and ſpacious priſon 
Wit (the foundation ſtone laid June 7, 1786, finiſh- 
| i ed Nov. 6, 1787) which has four courts, and 


a pump in each court; a chapel, and infir- 
mary. There is a good houſe for the keeper, 
and the priſon is kept very clean. Keeper's 
ſalary Z 100 in lieu of all fees, and go for the 
turnkey. The priſoners“ names and terms of 
confinement are hung on the doors of their 
ſolitary cells. Allowance, 15d. a day in bread, 
and to thoſe that work 2d. more. The priſon 1s 
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* Iam perſuaded that in this, Warwick; Brecon, and ſeveral 
other gaols, debtors ow ſell beer. 


con- 


E 
conſtantly viſited wy i a n. noblenian i in this 
.- Git: 


1788, July 4, Priſoners 26 


| COSPORT: No alteration. Oniy one day- 
room for men and women. No employment - 
Allowance, two pennyworth of bread. Keep- 
er's ſalary £ 52 in lieu of the tap. 
1788, July 6, Priſoners 2. 


* * 


- | *ODIAM: No alteration. Only one day-room 
"7 for men and women. No employment. Al- 
| lowance; three halfpenny worth of fine bread 
(weight 170z.). No fuel nor bedding allowed 
by the county. Priſon not white-waſhed theſe 
five years. Keeper a ſheriff's officer; his ſa- 
lary £15. The large room in the centre till | 


kept for a brew-houſe. 88 
1788, july 11, Priſoners, one Man and one 
Woman. 

B 2 At | 
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At WINCHESTER, the old County Bride- 
well is now the City PRISo N. No alteration in 
it. The keeper has a licence for beer and wine. 


N * 
. 


1788, July 4, No priſoners. 


The PRISsON for Debtors called the Cheney Court, 
the property of the Biſhop, is now diſcontinued. 


* 
"+ 814 
OL SEEN IE 


County HosPITAL at WINCHESTER, - 


In this hoſpital all the windows of the paſſages 


and ſtaircaſe were ſhut, and the under (or vene- 


| real) wards were dirty, cloſe and offenſive. The 
| bedſteads are iron, and painted green: the fur- 
{ niture blue and white. The patients, who are 


n 


able to ſit up, dine very properly in a room adjoin- 
ing to their wards. Here, and in ſeveral of our 
county hoſpitals, I could wiſh there were large 


apertures over the doors (as in the London hoſpi- 
tal) 
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tal) to prevent, in part, the oe of the 
wards at night. | 


July 4th, 1788, Patients 4g.* 


SOUTHAMPTON. The Bax GATE is diſcon- 


tinued as a priſon for debtors. 


The gaol for felons (the tower) is enlarged, and 
converted into two priſons, one for debtors, the 
other for felons; each of which has a court and 
vet; and a ſeparate keeper. Salary to each 

10l. Allowance to n 3d. 3 


1788, July 5, Debtors 2. Felons 2. 


SOUTHAMPTON BazivzwerL. No alteration 


1788, July 5, No Priſoners. 


Out of the gate of this city, there is a pillar erected 
(as a memorial of a dreadful p/ague that ſwept off a great 
number of the inhabitants) upon the ſpot to which proviſions 
wers then brought for the ſupply of the city. | 
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No alteration, but cleaner than at my former 
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onvenience 
in this cloſe 
wards. the ſtreet. 


Noc 


ſexes 
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Clauſes 
the keeper 


penny loaf, and a penny in money. 


againſt ſpirituous liquors now hung up 


no lteence: ſalary 607. 


1788; July 8, Debtors 3. Felons, Ce. 18. 
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The Roy AL HOSPITAL at HasLAr near Gos- 


PORT. 


. 


le. 


I always found this wel- conducted hoſpita 
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none of the floors were ſanded, or r dry rubbed, 
and the windows on all the ſtaircaſes were open. 
The patients have white linen ſhirts and the hoſ- 
pital clothes; and the linen of the beds is white. 
In this hoſpital there are about eighteen hundred 
beds, nineteen or twenty in general in a ward. 
The wards are 60 feet by 24, and the height 12 feet, 
on two floors, and ten on the third, and the ar- 
cades below are twenty-four feet wide. All the 
nurſes here, and in the hoſpital at Plymouth, are 
women, which is very proper, as they are more 
cleanly and tender; and they more eaſily pacify 
the patients, who are ſeafaring men. Viſiters are 
admitted, very properly, only on two days'in a 
week. The ſtaircaſes are ſpacious, but they are 
| of wood: the riſes are too high; and there is no 


1 hand-rail on the wall. The inſide ſewers are offen- 


ſive: there are no ciſterns in the wards: the pipes 
by which they are ſupplied with water, both for 
drink and waſhing, -adjoin - (indelicately) to the 
ſewers. The two cells for lunatic patients are 
too cloſe and badly ſituated. The cieling of the 

Attic 


Dr. Lind long ſince informed me, that he had the ſaſh 


windows on the ſtaircaſes nailed up in ſummer, to prevent 
their being ſhut, 


(3) 


Attic floor is too low (ſeven feet); when the hoſ- 


* 


Pital is new roofed, it may be raiſed with little 


additional expenſe. To each wing there ſhould 
be a ſea-bath; and a circulation of air is as abſo- 
lutely neceſſary through the centre of the fron! as in 
the wings. If there were apertures into the paſ- 
ſages, near the cieling, they would keep the 
wards freſh at night. Under ſeveral of the wards 
there are cellars: for wood, lumber, &c. which 
are dangerous in caſe of fire. For ſecurity againſt 
fire and infectious diſorders I prefer the hoſpital 
at Plymouth, a plan of which is in my former 
work. 


Some of the principal offices, ſuch as: the diſ- 


penſary, water-works, waſh-houſe, bed-houſe 
and fumigating cells, being very properly detached 


buildings, .are not in ihe plan which I give of 
this hoſpital at Haſlar. 
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. = in the Wards. 


REGULATIONS 


© Reſpefling the NussEs and other SERVANTS of the 
4 ROYAL HOSPITAL at HASLAR. 


ORDERED, 


I. That none of the nurſes, or other ſervants 
in the hoſpital, do conceal the effects of 
any of the patients who may die therein; 
reports of ſuch effects are to be made, 
immediately after the deceaſe of the pa- 
tients, to the agent, or his clerk, by the 
reſpective nurſes of the wards. 


LI. That no bags, cheſts, or bundles of any 
kind, belonging to the patients, be re- 
ceived, or kept in any of the wards, or 
nurſes cabins, but carried to the bed- 
houſe. | 


1 1 


(. w 


III. That no dirt, bones, or rags, be thrown 
out of any window, or down the bogs, but 
- carried to the places appointed for that 
| purpoſe; nor are any cloaths of the pa- 1 
tients, or others, to be hung out of any x 
of the windows of the houſe. 3 x 


IV. That no foul linen, whether ſheets or ſhirts, _ 
be kept in the cabins, or wards, but ſent z 
immediately to the matron, in order to - 
its being carried to the waſh-houſe; and ' 7 
the nurſes are to obey the orders of the 

matron in pundtually ſhifting the bed and 

I body linen of the patients, viz. their ſheets 
once a fortnight, their ſhirts once in four - 
days, their night caps, drawers and ſtock. - 
ings once a week, or oftener if found ne- x 
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V. That no nurſe or other perſon do waſh in 
the water cloſets. 8 


VI. That no hofpital dreſs or any part of that 
dreſs, be carried out of the fever, flux, 
or ſmall-pox wards into other wards, nor 


are the men to be permitted to wear any 
y part 


E 


part of their own cloaths in theſe wards; 
and the patients are not to be ſuffered to 
wear the hoſpital night-caps out of their 
proper wards, but by permiſſion of the 
phyſician or ſurgeon. 


VII. That dead bodies be not left longer in the 
wards or lobbies than the preciſe time 

ordered by the phyſician or ſurgeon, at 
the expiration of which, and not before, 
they are to be carried into the dead- 
houſe. f 


That no nurſe do admit any patients, on 
0 any pretence whatſoever, into her cabin, 
= nor ſuffer any perſon to remain in it at 
= night, not even her huſband or child. 4 


% 


| IX. That any nurſe concealing the eſcape of 
any patient from her ward, or that has 
not made due report, at the agent's office, 
of her having miſſed ſuch patient, be diſ= *'_ 
charged the hoſpital, upon proof thereof, 


X. That all nurſes who diſobey the matron's or- 
ders, get drunk, neglect their patients, quar- 
— rel 


* 


E 

rel or fight with anyother nurſes, or quarrel 
with the men, or do not prudently and cau- 
tiouſly reveal, to the ſuperior officers of 
the houſe, all irregularities committed by 
the patients in their wards (ſuch as drink. 
ing, ſmoaking tobacco in the wards, quar- 9 
relling, deſtroying the medicines, or ſtores, 
feigning complaints, and neglecting their 
cure) be immediately diſcharged the ſer- 
vice of the houſe, and a note made againſt 
their names, on the books of the hoſpital, 
that they may never more be employed. 


XI. That the nurſes take care to prevent the pa- 
tients from lying down in their beds with 
their cloaths on, or having their wearing 
apparel on their beds or cradles, or any wo 
bread, butter, or proviſions of any kind, 9 
upon the heads of their cradles, or about 
their beds, and that no vidtuals be dreſſdd 
in the wards. : 


XII. That if any men are taken ill in the reco- F 
very ward, ſo as to be obliged to take to 5 
their beds, the nurſes do acquaint the 
| aſſiſtant in waiting therewith, that they 


BE, 
„ 


„ 


may be immediately removed, if that ſhall 
be judged neceſlary. 


XIII. That the nurſes provide themſelves al- 
ways with a ſufficient quantity of ſuch 
drinks for the patients as are ordered, and 
when they cannot be got, that they ac- 
quaint the phyfician or ſurgeon therewith. . 
In the fever, flux, and ſmall-pox wards, 
gruel and panado are conſtantly to be 
kept ready, both night and day; and in 
theſe wards, a ſmall chink of the upper 
part of ſome one or more of the windows 
is conſtantly to be kept open, ſo as at 
night gently to move the flame of a 
candle when ſtanding on the table, unleſs 
otherwiſe ordered by the phyfician: The 
proper patients only are to come into theſe 
wards, and no others whatever. 


XIV. That no cards, or gaming of any kind, be 
permitted in the hoſpital. 


XV. That ſuch nurſes as can be ſpared by the 
matron, go to chapel every Sunday ; and 
that the nurſes take care, that ſuch pa- 
tients 


(. 4 } 


tients as are able do attend divine ſervice 
whenever it is performed; and report to 
the phyſician or ſurgeon, ſuch perſons as 


neglect going there, OT 


XVI. That no perſon whatever be permitted to 

ſell wine, brandy, ſtrong beer or other 

A 1 liquors, nor any articles whatſoever, either 
within the hoſpital or its bounds, 


XVII. That no will be made for any patient, 
without leave firſt had in writing, from the = 
phyſician or ſurgeon ; and that no officer, = 


Vol 
aſſiſtant, clerk, matron, nurſe, or any oY 
perſon whatſoever belonging to the hoſ- * 


pital, ſhall accept a will made in their 
favour. _ 


OG 3DE SS 


Ta be obſerved by the PaT1tNTs in the ROYAL 
HOSPITAL at HAS L AA. N 8 
I. No one ſhall be guilty of blaſphemous 


expreſſions, unlawful ſwearing, curſing, 
| 8 drunken- 


(16 ) 


drunkenneſs, uncleanneſs, lying, or other 
ſcandalous actions, to the corruption of 
good manners, and in derogation of God's 
honour. | 


11, All ſhall behave with proper reſpett to the 
officers of the hoſpital; and none ſhall 
preſume to quarrel or fight in the hoſ- 
pul. 


III. No « one ſhall abſent himſelf from the hoſpital 


_ | 
© V8 ; 
_—- 
_—_ IT 
Z 
5 wal + . Fs * 5 "4 
Z * 
1 Ll xa 4) _ * : 
_— Ty 


lv. No one ſhall pilfer, paun, or damage any of 
. the furniture or things appertaining to the 
7} hoſpital, or to any perſons therein; nor 
ſhall any one defile, deface, or damage any 
part of the hoſpital. 


V. No perſon ſhall walk on the graſs-plats, in 
the area of the building, nor eaſe them- 
ſelves in any place not allotted for that 

| purpoſe. 


vt No one ſhall preſume to. beg of any perſon, 

ceeither within or without the hoſpital, on 
any pretence whatſoever, 
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VII. No one ſhall be noiſy, or ſeditious on ac. 


VIII. 


count of any deficiency in quantity or- 
defect in quality of proviſions, or any 
thing elſe ; but if there ſhall be any cauſe 
of complaint, the ſame ſhall be quietly 
made known to one of the ſuperior officers 
of the hoſpital, that what is proper may be 
done thereupon. | 


Whoever ſhall be privy to the commiſſion 
of any of the aforeſaid miſdemeanors, 
ſhall immediately, or as ſoon after as poſ- 
ſible, diſcover the ſame to one of the ſu- 
prior officers of the hoſpital. | 


IX. No patients are to be ſuffered to ſmoak to- 


bacco in any of the wards; if any patient 
ſhall perſiſt in doing it after having been 
admoniſhed by the nurſe, ſhe is to report 
ſuch patient ta the phyſician or ſurgeon. 


X. All the patients who are able, are to go to 


the barber's ſhop twice a week to be 
ſhaved; and whoſoever ſhall be found to. 


bave diſobeyed this direction, will be 


complained of to. the officers of the ſhips 
to which they reſpettively belong. 
| The 


(9) 
= Abe Scheme of Diet at this hoſpital, is the ſame 


as uſed at. the Royal Hoſpital at _— 
MZ. 


Dizer Ar HAs I. AR Hos PIT AL. 


I. Low diet. Water gruel, panado, rice gruel, 
milk pottage, or broth, and bread and 
butter, if neceſſary. For drink, toaſt and 

Water, ptifan, or white decoction. 


II. Half diet. For breakfaſt, milk pottage; for 
1 dinner, half a pound of mutton, ſome light 
. 0 bread pudding, or in lieu of it, ſome 

. greens; a pint of broth, one pound of 
bread, one quart of ſmall beer; the men 
upon this diet to dine in their own wards. 


II. Full diet. Breakfaſt as above; for dinner 

bone pound of meat, one pint of broth; one 
pound of bread, three pints of ſmall beer; 
ſupper in the two laſt named diets, to be of 
broth left at dinner; or, if thought ne- 
eeſſary, to be of milk pottage. | 


Rice milk, orange whey, orange and lemon 


Th water, tamarind whey and water, vinegar whey, 
=—_ Ti. I balm 
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balm tea, ſage tea. Theſe to be diſcretionally 3 
ordered by the phyſician and ſurgeons.) | 
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WILTSHIRE. 


COUNTY- GAOL Ar SALISBURY. 
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The debtors' lodgings are very high; 25. 6d. a 
week for each, though two in a bed. On the 
felons” ſide there are three floors, and on each 
eight cells (ſome about ten feet and a half by fix 
and a half, and nine feet high to the crown 
of the arch) which open into narrow paſſages, 
hardly three feet wide. The cells being too few, 
when the felons are numerous two or three are 
crowded into one cell. This was the caſe in 
1784, when ſeventeen priſoners and one turnkey 
died of the gaol fever. The felons then were kept 
in cloſe confinement: now they are out only one 
hour in a day. AR for preſerving the health of 
priſoners not hung up: no bath, though the pri- 
ſon is ſo conveniently ſituated, being near a fine 
: len 
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kt 
ſtream of water. The gaol not white-waſhed 


| fince the ſickneſs in 1784. Here the acquitted 
| priſoners that are poor are kept in irons till the 


1 1 judge leaves the town, but others are immediately 
TX diſcharged. 


F 


— 


No part of this priſon is now a bridewell; yet 
: | the warrants are expreſſed © to be kept to hard 
4 labour,” The ſtable and cart-houſe {till continue, 
1 | though many common-ſide debtors and petty 
1 (offenders are crowded into a ſmoky room adjoin- 
Wing Surgeon, Mr. Robert Still; ſalary Now £ 21. 
: N Gaoler s ſalary only £50. Often bave I willed, 
EO g hat all fees were aboliſhed. | 


: 1787, Nov. 16, Debtors 18. Felons, &c. 21. 
3788, you” 3. — 13. 17. 


3 


At both my viſits, I looked into the County Infirmary ad- 
9 joining, and found the men's wards as offenſive as any ,of the 
rooms in the gaol. All the windows were ſhut, though the 
weather was mild, and the air clear and dry; and it ſeemed 
by the cobwebs and duſt, chat thoſe on the ſtaircaſes were 
4 never 8 . 
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COUNTY BRIDEWELL any TOWN 
AO. 


MARLBOROUGH, This priſon is almoſt new: 


now having —for the men, two work or day- 

rooms, and two bed- rooms: a ſpacious court 

and water: — for the women, a work-room and 
to bed-rooms, with a court and water. In 
the work-rooms were rollers and towels. No 
employment. Keeper's ſalary £69, out of 
which he ſupplies each priſoner with twopenny 
worth of bread a day, Surgeon's ſalary £10, 
Clauſes againſt ſpirituous liquors not hung up. 
'The rules, the ſame as at the Devizes, are hung 
up, of which I here copy one article; * That 
* the priſoners be obliged to ſweep out and 
clean their rooms every day, and that they 
« alſo waſh their faces and hands, at leaſt twice 
in every day, for which purpoſe towels and 
e water tubs are to be conveniently placed for 
* them.” In the old priſon, at two of my for- 
Ks 1 mer 


* 


„ 
mer viſits, I found the gaol- fever; and ſince the 
year 1782, the keeper and ſurgeon died of it; 


but now there is little danger of ſuch acci- 
dents, * 


1788, May 30, Priſoners 5; 


SALISBURY City Gol. The property af 


the Biſhop. In a ruinous condition, 
1787, Nov. 17. No Prisoners. 


»The work-houſe for St. Peter's pariſn in need. 
adjoining to the bridewell, is quite out of repair, and the clay 
floors in holes, The rooms and inhabitants were very dirty, 
and had no linen or means of cleanlineſs. They had little or 
no bedding: ſome lay on ſtraw on the floors, and others had 
2 few rags to cover them on old bedſteads. It is 10 c. 
that a putrid fever lately ran through his houſe. The other 

poor-houſe, in St. Mary's pariſh, is equally neglected: three 


or four lay in a bed with only rags and ſtraw, and ſome of 


the children were almoſt naked. —Pariſh officers ſo inattentive 
to what humanity and decency require, expoſe the inhabitants 


of whole towns to the danger of contagious diſorders, by ſuch 
objects wandering about the ſtreets. I have in a former publi- 


cation, mentioned an inſtance of a foreign gaoler being made 
an example of (being hanged) for ſtarving his priſoners. Is 
not a breach of truſt in overſeers of the 11 OE — 
un injurious? 


July 


1 
ANT 


t 23 


July 3d, 1788, it was taken down, and the cor- 
| poration intend to build a court-room on the 
| ſpot; and I hear they propoſe ſending their fe- 
lons, &c. to the county gaol; which 1 hope the 
county magiſtrates will prevent: their gaol being 
too ſmall for the general number of their own 
priſoners. el 


a 


COUNTY GAOL Ar DORCHESTER. 


| A new gaol on a bad plan, and lightly built. 
A much better plan was propoſed by Mr. Pitt, 


but it was over-ruled. The rooms for debtors 


very dirty: no free ward: not white-waſhed, 


EX though the act for preſerving the health of pri- 


ſoners is hung up. Allowance to both debtors 
and felons 1516. of bread a day. It was weight ; | 
but of bad quality, and not well baked, though 
the county pays for the beſt. The conviQts have 
not the 25. 6d. a week, though 1 ſuſpe& it is 
charged in the bill of cravings: here and in ſeve- 
ral other counties, this. article in the under- 

yr ERS. ſheriff's 


* 
* 


meriff-s bill fuould be examined. Acqui 
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the womens' rooms will be 
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* 
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A few priſon; 


| Gaoler's ſalary £60 and £40 for 


COUNTY BRIDEWELL. 


- 


= 


committed to hard labour are locked up in fo. 
'" Htary cells, and out only one hour in a day, 
which ſeems to be, in ſeveral places, the ma- 


narrow (three feet): cells too low; ſome not 


eight feet high 


giſtrates“ mode of curing the p 


Uiſtant from the front 


very cloſe; a high wall being only fix feet 


fonts are kept in gaol in irons till the judge leaves 


the town, unleſs certain fees be paid to the clerk 
of the crown, cryer, &e. but if the fees be paid, 


they are immediutehy diſcharged 
money have no fear of detention for other in- 


dictments. 
turnkeys. 
SHERBORN. 
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628 


at | habits of idleneſs. Allowance, a threepenny 
3 3 loaf every other day (weight 216. 302.).— 
Wo Keeper a ſheriff's officer. Salary Z 40. 


1788, July 2, Priſoners 9. 


3 5 <> ag 
N * 


poRCHEST ER Town Gaor. No alteration, 


1788, Nov. 16, No Priſoners, 


LS 


DEVONSHIRE. 
HIGH GAOL ar EXETER. 


I had the pleaſure to find that the proprietor, 
Jon Denny Roll, Eſq. has given {1000 towards 
% a new gaol, which will now be under the direc- 
tion of the county magiſtrates by an a@ of Par- 
liament. Neither the late gaoler, Waber, who 
died of the gaol fever, nor his widow who kept the 
gaol one year after him, nor the preſent gaoler, 
have received any money from the county for 
tt E — 
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| the fees of acquitted priſoners, according to the 


act, though they have paid Mr. Follet, the clerk 
of the crown, his demand for the Judge's Calen- 
dars. f 7 


There were three women in their ſick room, 


and I was ſurprized at finding with them a ſhoe- 


maker at work at his trade. On inquiring inta 
the cauſe, I was informed that he was the huſ- 
band of one of the women who was committed 
Sept. 1ſt, 1785, and on the 20th of March, 1786, 
was ſentenced to be tranſported for ſeven years, 


for ſtealing a calf's ſkin. In Nov. 1786, ſhe was 


ordered to the hulk at Plymouth, but on account 
of lameneſs contracted by a fever in the gaol, ſhe 
could not be removed: a fine child, which is her 
fifteenth, was born in the priſon. Her huſband 
perſiſted in declaring he would never leave her, 
but would go abroad with her. Such conſtancy 
of affection in priſons is very uncommon in men, 
though I haye frequently found it in the other ſex. 
But by the kindneſs of Lord Sydney, the woman 
received a free pardon, Dec. 27th, 1787: and I 
fince learn that this couple are uſeful and Worthy 
members of the community. 


Here 


( 9 ) 

=_ - Here the aſſize convitts have the 25. 6d. a week; 
5 but thoſe convicted at the ſeſſions only the county 
allowance of 22 0z. of bread, which was good, and 
full weight. The under-ſheriff in his late bill of 
f J N ravings charged the ſame for both; but the lat- 
: 7 ter was notallowed. However the county indem- 
| i Wified the gaoler, who had paid the 25. 6d. a week 
1 4 the ſeſſion conviats. Priſoners infdiQted for 
4 elony and acquitted at the aſſize, are not imme- 
lately diſcharged, as ordered by the late act, but 
Ware kept in priſon ſeveral days, till the judge 
F | aves the town; unleſs the clerk of the crown 
- H dand over a paper to the gaoler as an intimation 
"3 ” 2 that his fees are paid: then there is no pretext of 
7 © detention made, for fear of other indictments 
1 eing brought againſt them. N 


wy = found at my laſt viſit that the gaoler's ſalary 
no 7 100, and that the county propoſes to build 
Wa new gaol, for which a ſituation is choſen, much 


E 2 1787, 


= * I would make my acknowledgments to the gentlemen of 
EN 9 this county, for the kind and polite notice they were pleaſed to 
8 take of me at the quarter ſeſſions in Auguſt laſt, relative to my 
asser on a new county gaol. I freely acknowledge my 
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&c. namely, what was the number of debtors w ho 
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keepers being fixed by parliament. I put the ſame | 
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The frequent broils between the keeper and 
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ir names were given 


Mr. Blackbarn, that found aut a much better ſituation to 


- 


his priſoners for two or three years paſt ſhew the 


" 
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Kors, an 
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eir ingenious 
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1787, Nov. 13, Felons 22. 
SHERIFF's WARD, EXE TER. 


1788, June 29, Felons 23. Deſerters 2; 
for many years, did not extend far from the old gaol, WM 


* 


. 
x 


queſtion here, that I had propoſed at York, Dur- 
hope of an inſolvent act during this year (1987 


neceſſity of rules and orders for priſoners and af 
ham, Newcaſtle, Nottingham, Leiceſter, No 


and who had ſettled with the mM 
out, on finding that the bill did not paſs? The "i 


number was twenty, and the 
and it was the gentlemen themſelves, or 
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( 29 } 
me; but he ſaid, that the number was greater in 
1786, when an inſolvent bill was thrown out. 


I am ſenſible however that there are real ob- 
jedts of compaſſion in many of our priſons, who 
are even in want of the neceſſaries of life, having 
no allowance; no friends. Such is William 
Luckis, who has been here confined fince April 
1786, under a heavy treble penalty, on a con- 
viction for ſmuggling: he was only a hired ſer- 
vant to a farmer, and when he came in was a hale 
young fellow, but is now much thinner through 
want: yet ſuch unfortunate perſons, being king's 
fines, inſolvent bills exclude. 


1787, Nov. 13, Debtors 44. 


COUNTY BRIDEWELL. 


EXETER. The priſoners are now. employed 
in picking oakum, and in the extenſive gar- 
den. The late keeper was not ſo attentive 
and attive as the preſent. The priſon is clean 
and 
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e 
pennyworth, which at my laſt viſit weighed 
15 0. 


= TAVISTOCK. The town priſon at Tavis 
4 ſtock is one room adjoining to the town hall. 


1787, Nov. 12, No Priſoners, 


A 


PLYMOUTH TOWN GAL. 


"ZR rounded with houſes : the windows are towards 


the ſtreet; and there is no water but what the 
three town ſerjeants occaſionally hand in. The 
rooms were white-waſhed, but made very offen- 
five by the ſewers, | 


* The poor-houſe for this opulent city, is fnely ſituated on a 
riſing ground out of the city. There were in it about fix hun- 
dred perſons ; but it was not clean: the windows were almoſt all 


Ro Proper management; and there were no rules hung up. 


1787, 
2 ws 
© # 
5 0. : * * 
* : gl 


ſhut : no ſeparation of the young and old: there ſeemed to be 


= 


. | E 1787, Nov. 10, — ow Debtors 55 


: Felons, &c. 2. 
1788, June 27, = Priſoners 3. 


The ROYAL Hos PfTAL near PLYMOUTH. 


This noble hoſpital would admit of ſome im- 


provements, particularly, a receiving room, as 


hinted” before in The State of the Priſons. The 
moſt proper ſituation of a receiving- room for 
patients is near the landing place, between the 
houſe appropriated for the patients“ cheſts and 
bedding, and the fumigating-houſe: in this 
room, furniſhed with a copper, bathing tub, 
&c. the patients ſhould be waſhed, and their 


own clothes carried to the fumigating-houſe, if 


necellary,* without being brought into the hoſ- 
pital: after this, being furniſhed with the hoſpital- 
drefſes, they ſhould be examined and ſent ta 
their proper wards, from a door to be broken 
through the wall of the hoſpital: with ſuch pre- 


It has been found that the fumes of a /mall quantity of 


brimſtone in the fumigating room will not deſtroy all the ver- 


min in clothes; but three pounds and a half will effectually do it 
in twenty-four hours. 


cautions, 
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cautions, it is obvious that the hazard of ſpread- 
ing contagion muſt be much leſſened. 


A window ſhould be made near the door of 
each ward, and oppoſite the window in the lobby, 
for the better ventilation. of 1 


Two Pavilions, at the entrance of the hoſpital, 


a | contiguous to the ſteward's and agent's offices, 
5 are wanted—for a ;council-room, and for the 
W purpoſe of ſurveying invalids; the preſent one 
4 being inconvenient, and ſubj ected to noxious ſmells 
on account of its ſituation in a narrow paſſage 
þ 3 up one pair of ſtairs—likewiſe, for apartments 
5 = for aſſiſtant-ſurgeons and aſſiſtant-diſpenſers in 
lime of war, who, for reaſons too obvious to 
mention, ought to flecp within the hoſpital. 


The chapel ſhould be on the ground floor : 


þ it is now up ſtairs, and the cieling i is too low. 


'S +; HY 


mwore convenient than that uſed at preſent, which 
= is too dark, and not ſufficiently large for the 
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A nurſe's room or cabin injures ſeveral of the 
wards : the others are more free and open. 
Tr'F CORN- 
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too feldom attends, No caſements to the win- 
| dows in the paſſages; and the floors are of ſoft 
| brick. The aſſize convitts have the king's al- 
| lowance of half a crown a week. Here were 
| fome priſoners who had been ſeveral years in con- 
| finement, by a writ de excommunicato capiendo. 
Gaoler's ſalary 100“. Turnkey aol. and fuel. 


1788, June 26, - - Debtors 18. 
|  "Felons 5. 
. | Petty offenders 24. 


|. LOSTWITHIEL Gaor for DzzTos. 


No alteration, 


7788, June 27. Priſoners 5. 


COUNTY GAOL ar IVELCHESTER. 


A new gaol, at the back of the old one, is al- 


moſt finiſhed, containing twenty-ſix cells (eight 
T2 - cet 
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feet eight inches by ſeven feet eight inches). 
There are four ſtaples and rings fixed in the floor 
of each cell; ſurely not for chaining down pri- 
foners -in their-ſolitary confinement. This gaol 
being near the river, I hope the gentlemen will 
not forget baths, as the act directs.“ Debtors 
court too ſmall; may be enlarged (forty feet in 


front) at a {mall expenſe. . Allowance to felons 


three pennyworth of bread. Conviats have the 
king's allowance of half a crown a week. 
Gaoler's ſalary; 128. in lieu of the tap. Sur- 
geon, Mr. Poole ; his ſalary 25/. No rules hung 


up. 


* T hope I ſhall be excuſed in repeating what I have had oc- 
caſion to mention with reſpe& to many priſons, that there is 20 
bath, though baths are ordered in all gaols by the 42 for pre- 


ſerving the health of priſoners. I would here alſo remind gentle- 


men, that when baths are provided in compliance with the act, 


if they be not made convenient, ſo that felons in their irons may 


commodiouſiy uſe them; and if there be no allowance for ſoap and 
zowels; theſe priſoners will receive very little if any benefit from 
them, and will never bathe but when actually compelled. | 
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1788, july; 2. Debtors 87.9 


F elons, &c. 17. 


COUNTY BRIDEWELI.S. 


| TAUNTON. This priſon is dirty and ne- 


glefted, In the court were fowls, geeſe, &c. 
At a former viſit, here was a chaplain, whoſe 
ſalary was 50. which was afterwards reduced 
to 20l.; but now there is no chaplain. The 


f chapel is uſed for the confinement of the 
dirtieſt priſoners, and I found it as bad as a 


pig-lty. No opens Allowance three 


In moſt of the county gaols I have, in my late tours, in- 


| quired of the gaolers, how many debtors they candidly thought 
| had flung themſelves into their gaols, on what are called friendly 
| actions, and who on the inſolvent bill aar paſſing have gone out? 
After ſome deliberation, they have told me the number; and 
ſome have added, Few people know how much this country 


is obliged to the Chancellor for = oppoſing the inſolvent 
bills,” 


penny- 


The court is conſider 


either ſex, who pay the 
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| BR ISTOL NEWGATE, 


© This cloſe priſon was white without, and foul 
& within, The dungeon and ſeveral rooms very 


"1 dirty.“ The bath uſed as a vault. No allows 


W ance for mops, brooms, or towels to the priſon- 
W ers. Here, and in the bridewell, were ſeveral 
dogs of viſiters and others. Such dirty animals 


mould never be admitted where attention to 
XX cleanlineſs is ſo neceſſary to the health of the in- 


W habitants. Clauſes againſt ſpirituous liquors not 
6 | hung up. The admiſſion of ſuch liquors cannot 

be prevented, while both debtors and felons - 
© conſtantly beg at the grates. The allowance 
& ftill to felons only a penny loaf before trial, and 


2 ] am generally moſt attentive to the dungeons and rooms 
of the felons: for, though the debtors? apartments are often 
equally dirty, yet, beſides having other privileges, their rooms 
are opened ſooner, and ſhut much later: it is — that any 
contagious diſorder begins with them. 


a LWO- 


At 


Salary 


4 


Debtors 24. 
No altera- 


but much cleaner than at any of my former 
ſits; and at my laſt viſit every room was per- 


% 


* 


frauded in their bread allowance: (twopenny 
loaf in 1787, 116. 50z.) Clauſes againſt ſpirituous 


— 


Felons, &c. 25. 
Felons, &c. 25. 
Tranſports 18. 


Keeper's ſalary 2000. 
No employment. 


* 


1787, Nov. 19 and 22, Debtors 21. 
The priſoners now are not de- 


1788, May 27, 
BRISTOL City BRIDEWELL. 


tion, 
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my laſt viſit the priſon was much cleaner. 


liquors not hung up. 
gol. to the preſent keeper; the ſame as to the 


in 1787, 1ʃb. 70x. ). 


fectly clean. 
former. 
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Ca 3X 
1589, Nov. 19 and 22, — Priſoners 16. 


1788, May 27, -=- = | — 4. 


BATH City Gaor. No alteration. The 
priſon clean and quiet. Convenient rooms for 
common-fide debtors. The workſhop is ſeven- 
teen feet by thirteen. Keeper's ſalary £31 : 10: o. 


1787, Nov. 18, Debtors 2. / Felons, &c. 6. 


* The Bri/ol Ieftnery now building in the cloſe and con- 


fined ſituation of the old one, will be a monument of the unſkil- 
fulneſs of the /ub/cribers, or of their inattention to what conſti- 
tutes a healthy hoſpital, when a fine fituation was propoſed, at 
no great diſtance, and was ſtrongly recommended by the gentle- 
men of the faculty. 


Colfton's hoſpital for one hundred boys. Their uniform is 


BE Þlue with an orange-coloured lining. The ſchool and bed- 
0 rooms were clean: the boys looked healthy: and every thing 


regular and in order. The daily allowance of bread (which 
weighed only 1202.) is too ſcanty. They have 6 E. 2 at dinner, 
three for breakfaſt, and three for ſupper. (The bread alen 


ande was lately increaſed to the er. at Chriſt Church Hopi. *. 
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in which priſoners from the county gaol are con- 


may be freſhened from them. I have often mentioned the 


BATH ILNTIRM AR x. 


May 29th, 1788. Cleaner and freſher than at 
my viſit laſt year: ſeveral windows open; but 
many of the upper ſaſhes do not let down, nor do 
any of thoſe in the paſſages or ſtaircaſes; which 
is the more neceſſary in ſuch cloſe and confined 
places as the ſite of this infirmary. _ 


— 


BRIDGEWATER Town Gaor. The room 


I am generally attentive to the ſtaircaſes and paſſage win- 
dows in hoſpitals, that the wards, by apertures, (as at Leeds) 


upper ſaſhes being fixed ; for if lofty and moveable, the ſmalleſt 
opening produces a circulation of the ſtagnant air, and that ſo 
imperceptibly to the patients, that there is little danger of either 
the nurſes, or them ſhutting the windows. 
fined 


(43 } 


fined during the aſſize, is twenty fe et by eighteen 
feet nine inches. Here, the gaoler ſaid he had 
ſometimes thirty priſoners, who were almoſt 
ſtifled. Only one window; another that was 
oppoſite being ſtopped up. The gaoler pays the 
| hard tax on windows, C3: 15: 6. Salary none: 
| has licence for beer. | | 


- 1788, june go, Debtors g. 
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Acts of the 14th and 24th Geo, III. 


. b or preſerving the Health of Priſoners mn Gaol, and 


_ 


= preventing the Gaol Diſtemper; and for enabling 


the Juſtices of Peace to build and repair Gadls in 
their reſpective Counties. 


3 


"= 


*, cw "3 * 


-= W. ER E As the malignant fever, that is 


commonly called The Gaol Diſtemper, is 


öedound to be * a want of cleanlineſs and 
freſh air in the ſeveral gaols in England and 


Wales, and the fatal conſequences of that diſor- 


W der, of which there has been, of late, too much 
experience, might be prevented, if Juſtices of 
the Peace were duly authorized to provide fuch 
accommodations in gaols as may be neceſſary to 
anſwer this falutary purpoſe: May it therefore 
W pleaſe your Majeſty that it may be enafted; and 
be it enatted by the King's moſt Excellent Ma- 
zeſty, by and with the advice and conſent of the 


Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in 
this preſent Parliament aſſembled, and by the au- 
thority of the ſame; That the ſeveral Juſtices of 
the Peace, in that part of Great Britain called 


: England and Wales, within their ſeyeral juriſ- 


a dictions, 
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occaſion whatever ; to order this att to be painted 


ey: 
dictions, in their quarter ſeſſions aſſembled, are 
hereby authorized and required to order the walls 
and cielings of the ſeveral cells and wards, both 
of the debtors and the felons, and alſo of any 
other rooms uſed by the priſoners in their reſpec. 
tive gaols and priſons, where felons are uſually 
confined, to be ſcraped and white-waſhed, once 
in the year at leaſt; to be regularly waſhed and 
kept clean, and conſtantly ſupplied with freſh air, 
by means of hand ventilators, or otherwiſe; to 1 
order two rooms in each gaol or priſon, one for 
the men, and the other for the women, to be ſet 
apart for the ſick priſoners, directing them to be 
removed into ſuch rooms as ſoon as they ſhall be 
ſeized with any diſorder, and kept ſeparate from 
thoſe who ſhall be in health; to order a warm and | 
cold bath, or commodious bathing tubs, to be 
provided in each gaol or priſon, and to direct the 

priſoners to be waſhed in ſuch warm or cold baths Wal 
or bathing tubs, according to the condition in 
which they ſhall be at the time, before they are ſuf- 
fered to go out of ſuch gaols or priſons upon any 


in large and legible characters upon a board, and 
hung up in fome conſpicuous part of each of the 
ſaid gaols and priſons; and to appoint an. expe- 
rienced ſurgeon or apothecary, at a ſtated ſalary, 
to attend each gaol or priſon reſpectively, who 
ſhall, and he is hereby directed to report to the 
ſaid Juſtices by whom he is appointed, at each 
quarter ſeſſions, a ſtate of the health of the. pri- 
ſonerꝭ under his care or ſuperintendance. 


« And 


(; 3. 


And be it further enaQted by the authority 


fe WE aforeſaid, That the faid Juſtices of the Peace, in 
ls weir ſaid quarter ſeſſions aſſembled, are hereby 
bh authorized to direct the ſeveral courts of juſtice 
Y WEE within their reſpective juriſdictions to be properly 
8 Eventilated; to order cloaths to be provided for 
y nne priſoners when they ſee occaſion; to prevent 


the priſoners from being kept under ground, 
Wwhenever they can do it conveniently; and to 
make ſuch other orders, from time to time, for 
Feſtoring or preſerving the health of priſoners, 


or ks they ſhall think neceſſary, 

et io | 

Ce And be it further enacted by the authority 
7 Fforcſaid, That the expences attending the exe- 
m Mreution of the orders of the ſaid Juſtices, made 
d Wn purſuance of this act, ſo far as the ſame ſhall 
Je Wreſpett county gaols and priſons, and courts of 
ie Huſtice belonging to counties, ſhall be borne and 
1s defrayed, at all times, out of the reſpettive 
in county rates; and ſa far as the ſame ſhall reſpect 
f- the gaols and priſons, and courts of juſtice, of 


particular cities, towns corporate, cinque parts, 
iberties, franchiſes, or places, that do not con- 

* 8 Wo. 0 1 — , b 5 41 2 
d ribute to the rates of the counties in which they 


e are reſpectively ſituated, ſuch expences ſhall be 
>= Laefrayed out of the public ſtock or rates of ſuch 
7 euies, towns corporate, cinque ports, liberties, 
0 franchiſes, or places, having ſuch excluſive juriſ- 


ad diclions, to which ſuch gaols, or priſons, or courts 


Cc | 4 : 
hof juſtice ſhall reſpectively belong: And if any 


WE g2olcr or keeper of any priſon ſhall, at any time, 
gneglect or diſobey the orders of ſuch Juſtices 
| made in purſuance of this act, he may be proceeded | 

5 5 | againſt 


* 
1 


357-4 


* I — 


eighty-four, it ſhall and may be lawful for the 


gaolers and their aſſiſtants, in the ſeveral gaols 


= 8 


againſt i in a ſummary way, by complaint made ta 
the Judges of Aſſize, or to the Juſtices, in their 
quarter ſeſſions: and if he be found guilty of ſuch 
' negleR or diſobedience, he ſhall pay ſuch fine as 
the Judges of Aſſize, or Juſtices, ſhall impole, 
and ſhall be committed in caſe of non-payment,” 


AbſtraZ, 24th Gro. III. 


* And whereas the preventing gaolers from 
ſelling any liquors, or deriving any profit from "0 
the ſale of liquors, may be a great means of x pre- ED 
venting drunkenneſs, riots, and other diſorders 
in gaols, and of preſerving good order therein; 
and it may be proper to give ſufficient power and - 
authority to the Juſtices of the Peace in their Wl 


ſeſſions, in certain cafes, to allow ſalaries to 


aolers, in lieu of the profits which are now de- 
rived from the ſale of liquors; be it therefore 
enacted, That, from and after the ſaid firſt day | 
of September, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 


3 of the Peace of any county, riding, divi- 
ion, city, town, liberty, or precinct, within that 
part 101 Great Britain called England, or the 

principal = of Wales, at the General Quarter 
Seſſions the Peace, or ſome ſpecial adjourn- ll 
ment of the ſame, held for ſuch expreſs purpoſe, 
and they are hereby authorized and impowered, 
if it ſhall appear to them neceſſary or proper, 
to appoint ſuch ſalaries or allowances to ſuch 


within their reſpective juriſdittions, and to vary 
the ſame, from time to time, as to them ſhall ſeem 
meet; and to order and direct the ſaid ſalaries and 

allowanccs 
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1 86 
allowances to be paid out of the county rate, by 
the treaſurer of ſuch county, riding, diviſion, 
city, town, liberty, or precinQt, upon a certificate, 


figned by the Chairman of ſuch Quarter Se 


ſpecifying, the ſalaries and allowances ſs directed 


« Provided always and be it enafted, That 
it ſhall not be lawful for any Chairman of any 
Quarter Seffions, or adjournment thereof, to ſign 
uch certificate, for ſach ſalaries or allowances to 
be granted under this act, unleſs fach ſalaries or 


alle ane ſhall have been ſettled at ſome General 


Quarter Seſſions of the Peace, or ſome ſpeeial 


adjournment thereof, and notice ſhall have been 


given fourteen days at leaſt before the holdi 

ſuch General Quarter Seſhons, or ſuch adjourn- 
ment thereof, by two ſeveral advertiſements in. 
ſerted in ſome newſpaper printed and circulated in 
the county, riding, diviſion, city, town, liberty, ot 


precinQ, in which fuch gaols are fituited, t 
where ſuch ſalaries or allowances are to E 


ed to the gaolers, of an intended application for 


the granting ſuch ſalaries or allowances; Which 


faid advertiſements ſhall be ſigned by the Olerk 
of the Peace of ſuch county, riding, diviſion, city, 


town, liberty, or precinct, or his deputy, for the 
time being. 1 e, 


And be it further enafted, That from and 


after the twenty- fourth day of June, one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and eighty- five, no gaoler, or any 
perſon or perſons in truſt for or employed by 


ſuch 


56 


ſuch gaoler, ſhall ſuffer tippling or gaming in fuch 
riſon; or ſhall ſell or diſpoſe of, or permit or 
ſufer to be ſold or diſpoſed of, or be capable of 
being licenſed to ſell or diſpoſe of, any wine, 
cer, ale, or other liquors; or have any benefi- 
cial intereſt or concern whatſoever in the ſale or 
diſpoſal of any liquors of any kind, or in any tap 
houſe, tap room, or tap, under the penalty of 
ten pounds for every ſuch offence, to be recover- 
ed by diſtreſs and ſale of the offender's goods and 
cChattels, by warrant under the hands and ſeals of 
any two | Juſtices of the Peace acting for the 
county, riding, diviſion, city, town, liberty, or 
precinct, within which ſuch gaol is fituated, 
(which warrant ſuch Juſtices are hereby required 
to grant), upon the confeſſion of the party or par- 
ties, or upon the information of any witneſs or 
witneſſes, upon oath, (which oath ſuch Juſtices 
are hereby impowered to adminiſter); and the 
ſaid penalty, after the charges of recovering the 
- Tame ſhall be deduQted, ſhall be paid one moiety to 
the informer, and the other moiety to the uſe of 
the priſoners confined within ſuch gaol; and in 
_ cafe ſufficient diſtreſs cannot be found, then it 
ſhall be lawful for ſuch Juſtices to commit ſuch 
offender or offenders to the houſe of correction 
for the county or place where the offence ſhall be 
committed, there to remain, without bail or main. 
prize, for any time not exceeding three calendar 
months, unleſs penalty, and all reaſonable 
charges, ſhall be ſooner paid and ſatisfied, 


« And 


e 36 55 it further . # That all 1 Tuſtices 
of the Peace before whom any perſon all be 
convicted of any offence againſt this act, ſhall and 


may cauſe the conviction to be drawn up in the 


following form, or to the like effect; that is to 
ſay, 


| N « BE it remembered, That on the | 
Got 7 day of in the 


year of the reign of his Majeſty. : 
A. B. is convicted bes” 


fore of his Majeſty's 


Juſtices of the Peace for the ſaid coun- 


ty, or riding, diviſion, city, town, li- 
berty, or precintt (as the caſe ſhall be) 
by virtue of an act of Parliament made 
in the 24th year of the reign of his Ma- 
jeſty King George the Third, intituled, 
3 ſet forth the title of the act, and 


ſpecify the offence, and the time and 
place when and where the lame was: ; 


committed. 


4 Given under our hands and ſeals, 
the day and year aforeſaid,” 


ſ 
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